
 

 

 

March 16, 2020 

I hope you found encouragement this weekend through the message about mission. The 
mission does not change. The physical and emotional needs that need to be met change all 
the time. The overriding spiritual mission, and ultimately our purpose, has never and will never 
change.  
 
Even in this time, the mission is still the mission. The opportunity we have in this moment to be 
the church to each other and to our community is huge!  Let’s seize it. I will give you an update 
regarding further scheduling changes tomorrow, as well as ideas we can all be doing to serve 
those around us. We’ll also be posting several videos and ideas for us to be gathering 
together, without physically gathering together.  

Today, I want to share a message from Guy Williams, Moderator of our Elder Team, and Robin 
Frey, our Financial Manager and leader of our Finance Team.  

As we navigate through the unknowns of this current situation we want to be good 
stewards and make sure we have all necessary expenses covered and still be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to our congregation and the community. 

After our March 8th service week was accounted for, annual giving was behind compared 
to budgeted giving $7,652.70, however we have been able to stay current on all expenses. 
This week’s expenses of mortgage, payroll and vendors are all met.  

Even though we were unable to have services yesterday, we have received checks in the 
mail and online gifts in the total amount of $8,891.00. Our budgeted need is $11,923.00. 

Looking ahead for the rest of this month our big concerns are covering missions in the 
amount of $3,488.13 and building/utility expenses in the amount of $4,384.25. We would 
also have another payroll and withholdings obligation to meet if we have the ability to 
cover more payroll. 

Since our church and daycare ministries are not 501c3 and are FUTA exempt this means 
that we may not have federal funding resources for any kind of unemployment or 
grants/relief funds for staff. I am working to collect as much information as possible as 
details become available of what we will be eligible for. 

We expect to hear soon from the Governor about the closing of daycares. When this order 
comes this will cease daycare operations and all daycare revenue received, which in turn 
will cease their ability to contribute their $6,500.00 monthly assistance to the church. 

Even though we are not able to meet in the church at this time, we are still able to be the 
church. Tithing and over and above gifts can still be made by check and mailed to us and 
you can also sign up for your tithes to be automatically sent from your bank to us through 
your online banking. Both of those are free options with no attached costs to yourself or 
the church. We also have our online tithing portal which does have a fee imposed of 2.4%.  
 

 



 

Thanks specifically to Robin Frey for her initiative in looking at what can be done for our 
daycare employees and also constantly caring for the financial health of the church.  

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 says “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless 
you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work.” 
 
I pray you will give joyfully. Don’t give because we’ve asked you to. Give because you are the 
church and all we have is God’s. 
 
Below is what was sent in last Friday’s email. I think it is still, and always, appropriate to be 
reminded of who our hope lies in. Faith in faith is idolatry. Faith in Jesus is worship. Be at 
peace, church. God will provide. Let’s continue to pray for his power, provision, and protection 
as we seek to live out the life He has called us to.    
 

 1. God is sovereign and we anchor our trust, hope, and joy in Him in any 
           circumstance...including COVID-19 (Psalm 25:5, 1 Timothy 6:17, 1 Peter 1:3).  

 2. God is sovereign...and only God is sovereign...which means we are not in 
           control. A tiny virus completely out of our control has wreaked havoc on our 
           world, caused financial markets to be in disarray, interrupted normal travel, 
           and has shown how easily some can be reduced to panic. Take necessary 
           precaution...but do it with ultimate hope in Jesus Christ! (Psalm 73:28).   

3. Our overall response to this...or any other circumstance we may face...should  
    not be fear. When our hope is in creator and sustainer God, we fear no earthly 
    circumstance or foe. Again, common sense precautions are just that, common 
    sense. Let’s be beacons of hope, rationality, and stability in these next weeks 
    and months. (2 Timothy 1:7)   
 
4. As followers of Christ, we are called to pray. We are called to pray in the 
    Spirit...on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests (Ephesians 6:18).  
    No matter the circumstance, let’s continually pour out our hearts to God 
    and intercede for one another and our nation. In so doing, we further tune our 
    hearts to the Father’s heart.   

  


